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Fairfax House c. 1926
Martinsburg, Maryland

Private

This two story frame house stands as the replacement
for an earlier one story and a half story log house on the
property. The facade of three bays, the cross gable pedi ment,
andplan of two rooms down and two up are in keeping with the
other houses of Black landowners in the area, Its late date of
construction shows the continuation of a popular design,
Comparison of this design with that the earlier smaller log
house shows the changing ways of life from the 19th into the
20th century,
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What first catches the attention of the viewer is the side vard of this
house, The occupant, who rents the house, has decorated it with a score.
of commercially made curios that he has neatly arranged to create a form
of folk art, commonly known among folklorists as "yard sculpture",

All of the pieces in his vard are inexpensive and tor the most part,
mass-produced. They include.for example ,a half dozen or more brightly
colored plastic propellors oﬁ sticks, which have bheen set into the
ground to form a large rectangle., They whirl as the wind blows through
them, 1Into the tops of iron pipes set in the ground in front of the
house as fence posts, the occunmant inserted soda pop hottles turned

up side down, and painted in different colors. While, these efforts are not
high forms of art, they do represent the attempts of the occupant to
Jive order, color, movement, and character to the space around him,

See the photographs of his side yard, The interior of his house also
reflects his creativity, as does his back yard where he repairs lawn
mowers, bicycles, ridios, and other things for people in his community,

The house itself is a two story, frame "I" house. It is three bays ir
length, and one in deoth, Its facade, which is oriented toward White'
Ferry Rd. (north), contains a door centrally located, flanked by two
windows. It is sheltered by a shed porch which has been screened in.
The gable roof is covered with tin, and is crossed hv a central gable
pediment containing a single hung sash window with four lights, A
brick stove flues ascends the interior of each gable end.

The interior consists of two rooms down and two up. The east room
downstairs is the kitchen, while the west room is the sitting room and
contains scores of things collected, made, and arranged bv the
occupant, A stairwav ascends between the two rooms. This is the
typical plan of houses huilt in the turn of the centurv for the Rlack
landowners in “artinsbhur~,
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights,
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